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The Greatest Hero
The Iliad is a poem by the Greek poet Homer, where he recounts the events that took place during the Trojan War and how the Greeks took over the city of Troy. Through portraying the epic subject matter of the war, the wrath of Achilles, scenes of bloody battles, and consistent intervention by the gods, Homer looks into various themes of glory, fate, and heroism. The poem begins with the withdrawal of Achilles from the battlefield due to the slight to his honour by Agamemnon, the Greek commander. This gives the Trojans a chance to triumph momentarily, and it leads to the slaying of Achilles’ closest ally Patroclus by Hector.    

Initially, Achilles is presented as a hero who uses bloody battles to win wars and regularly intervenes for the purpose of his people. However, as the story continues, the real hero unfolds. Achilles is portrayed as a monolithic and violently uncompromising person who continuously chooses violent death over life in order to accomplish his victories for being remembered forever. As the central character in the Iliad, Achilles expresses anger passively through withdrawing his vital presence from his people. Nevertheless, his passive anger is gradually translated into an ongoing success of the Trojan enemy in his absence, and as a result, the most successful Trojan of them all is Hector, the hero who becomes the most hated opponent of Achilles.

Hector is the tragic and heroic figure in the poem. In the narrative, Hector is a high-born prince with a keen desire for glory on the battlefield. He has a strong sense of duty that is intimately connected with honor. He represents Troy and is depicted in the fullness of his glory. He is challenged to fight and die in conflict, which is against his principles. The fact that he falls leads to a sense of ‘pity and fear (Silk 34).’ The calamities that befall him are both unexpected and exceptional and result in his demise. With the death of Hector comes the end of Troy. He is depicted as a mighty and yet innocent patriot. Hector is more heroic than Achilles because he suffers for others, such as his brothers Helen and Paris.

In contrast, Achilles is represented as a person who shows interest in the maintenance and improvement of his own heroic image. He continually engages in conflict, and this is a characteristic that continually defines him. He is in a constant state of battle with himself and the Trojans. The poetry mostly portrays his wrath. The fact that he has intense emotions is evident throughout the narrative. Unlike the hero Hector, Achilles does not undergo any sufferings that reverse fortune, nor does his fate provoke any feelings of fear and pity. Achilles does not have any outstanding qualities of a hero and as such cannot be considered as heroic as Hector.

In conclusion, the greatest hero in Homer’s poem The Iliad is Hector. He suffers and dies for his people. His might and characteristics present his heroic idealism of pride, courage and loyalty. Besides, the events surrounding his life are controlled by the gods. Compared to Achilles, Hector portrays a strong sense of duty that is intimately connected to honor. In The Iliad, Hector is more heroic than Achilles because he suffers for and dies for his people. The death of Hector brings glory and victory to the people.  

     

Works Cited
Silk, Michael Stephen. Homer: The Iliad. Cambridge University Press, 2004.
